
Spring 2011 is the time to complete the 
Canton Viaduct Memorial Project

erected by
Blue Hill Lodge, A.F. & A.M.

Canton, Massachusetts 

                                                                                   Photo by Ralph W. Staples

This photo shows the new Canton Viaduct Masonic Memorial standing proudly and 
prominently at the foot of the 175+ year old Canton Viaduct on a beautiful Spring day.

creation and accompanying accolades began coming in locally, and surprisingly (at least 
to me), from around the world. Its erection was listed in one of the local papers as one of 

usefulness in bringing attention to the local Freemasons was seen when a different story 
appeared which stated, “The recent public dedication of the new memorial at Viaduct 

both locally and in general. 

Every day commuters traveling through Canton - either by car, Commuter Rail, or 
by the Acela train to and from Washington DC and NYC - are able to view this monument to 
the memory of the Freemasons who took part in the planning, financing, and constructing the 
World Famous Canton Viaduct, the longest of its kind in the world. When the Canton 
Viaduct Masonic Memorial was erected on October 10, 2010 (10/10/10), news of its 

the “Top News Stories of the Year” (Canton Citizen, 12/20/2010). In another edition, its 

Park on Neponset Street of the Masons of Blue Hill Lodge, A.F. & A.M. of Canton was a 
top-notch affair”. It is still referenced in polite company when discussing the Freemasons, 



Many thanks to all of those Masons and non-Masons who contributed money or muscle 
to help get this Monument constructed. The obelisk, and the things it represents will be 
part of many people’s lives for many years to come. 

But, the Monument is not quite completed yet. Although the time capsule adjacent to the 
part of the Memorial has already been sealed in its vault for the next 135 years, there still 

completed. 

There remains to be installed interpretive plaques explaining some of the several uses of 
the Monument. Another tablet to remember the benefactors of the Memorial needs to be 
installed, and the final landscaping will help beautify the site. 

Lastly, we need to conclude our commitment to finish paying for the Monument. (We 
still owe around $2500.00). Unfortunately, since the ceremony dedicating the Canton 
Viaduct Masonic Memorial was conducted, the number of donations to help fund  it has 
dwindled to a trickle. The modern-day stone cutters who created and delivered this 
beautiful Monument have been very patient and understanding about payments. But it 
would be unfair to take advantage of their patience. And besides, it does not reflect well 
on our institution as a whole. Times are tough financially and not everyone can help fund 
the completion of this project. But if you do have it in your heart (and in your check 
book), please help us close the financial books on this marvelous work of art which 
serves as a reminder of the contributions of Freemasonry in making America the great 
nation that she is. 

Please stop by and take a look. Or better yet, come by in the Spring and help out with the 
final touches. It should be fun. 

If you would like to make a small donation to help pay off the cost of this extraordinary 
Monument, please send your tax deductible donation to:

Blue Hill Lodge, A.F. & A.M., c/o Ralph W. Staples, Secretary, 28 Wardwell Road, 
Canton, MA 02021-3422. (Every donation will be acknowledged by a personal letter 
from me).

                     Respectfully and fraternally, 

                     John L. Ciccotelli, Past Master of Blue Hill Lodge.

remains some things to do. This Spring, the heliochronometer sundial will need to be 


