
VIEWS OF THE FAMOUS CANTON VIADUCT



Masons Marks on the original arch of the Canton Viaduct

Neponset River flowing under the Canton Viaduct



The Freemason Square and Compasses carved in the Foundation Stone with the 
date of April 20, 1834.

The foundation stone was laid on Sunday, April 20, 1834 with a Masonic foundation 
stone ceremony to give the structure a “soul” and ensure it’s stability. This day may have 
been chosen to coincide with Paul Revere’s Copper Mill founding in 1801 or the election
of Jacques De Molay in 1292, the last Grand Master of the Knight’s Templar. The 
majority of the B & P’s Board of Directors were Freemasons, including President 
Thomas B. Wales and Joseph W. Revere. President Wales was very involved in 
Freemasonry and gave three of his clipper ships Masonic names: Morning Star, Heserous 
(Evening Star), and Templar. According to Masonic tradition, foundation stones are 
located in the northeast corner of structures with inscriptions such as the Masonic 
emblem (square and compasses) and the date, which would most likely contain a time 
capsule. Freemasons use Fibonacci numbers in their structures and there are examples of 
these “golden ration” numbers in the Canton Viaduct:
 The inscription on the back of the cornerstone is recessed into an elongated octagon
  The original roadway portal was built through the eighth cavity from the south end
  There are 13 voussoirs in each river portal
  There are 21 voussoirs in each deck arch
  There are 21 deck arches on each side of the bridge
  There are 21 cavities in the bridge

Canton Viaduct cornerstone back inscription reads: “FOUNDATION STONE 
LAID APRIL 20, 1834.” The Operative or Craft Freemasons’ calendar year was 
5834 A.L. (Anno Lucis – In the Year of Light).

Operative Freemasons laid the cornerstone (the final stone in the structure) in the south 
end of the west parapet. According to Masonic tradition this location was selected to it 
being the farthest distance from the foundation stone located in the northeast corner. 
There are no Masons marks on the front, back or sides of the cornerstone but there may 
be some on the other surfaces. 




